
$6.4 Billion    
$56 Billion 

2 Million 
64,000

Biodiversity

Fisheries Tourism

Habitat

Coastal protection

Cultural Heritage

Cyclones
Water quality

Crown-of-thorns starfish
Coral bleaching

Coastal development
Ocean acidification

 

GREAT BARRIER REEF FACTS

 Get Involved - The Reef Needs You! 
  WWW.CORALWATCH.ORG 

Coral Bleaching 
	
	

 Visitors every year
 Jobs

World Heritage Site
Largest reef
3,000 reefs,  2,300 km long
Can be seen from space

   1998, 2002, 2010, 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022

Mass bleaching events in the last         years     4    7

Australia’s 
Jewel

Importance
The Great Barrier Reef is home to 450+ hard corals, 1,625+ 

fish and 30 mammal species. Healthy reefs protect us, provide 
products such as medicine and support local economies.

ValueThreats

Reef Decline 
More than 50% of reefs are  

severely degraded

bleached coral 

recovering coral
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CO2
Biggest Threat

 

Human induced climate change
    carbon emissions 
    ocean temperatures 
    coral bleaching events

Annual Australian economic contribution 
Australian economic, social & icon value
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                              Small Changes      What Can I Do?  Big Benefits 

Buy Second 
Hand 

Give second hand goods a new 
lease of life, help the environment 

and save money

                     

Eat a Plant 
Rich Diet

Changing what we eat reduces 
carbon emissions, improves human 

health, and conserves resources

 

Seek Active 
Transport 
Choose sustainable transport options 

to reduce carbon emissions. Active 
transport is good for your health

~75%
      less CO2

Manage 
Energy Use
Install a smart thermostat to track 
your energy use and control your 

heating and cooling remotely 

BENEFITS: Healthier for you 
and the planet

BENEFITS: Save money and 
save water

BENEFITS: Save money and  
save energy

BENEFITS: Better fitness and  
reduced traffic pollution

 1 new cotton shirt = 2,700 litres water

Save Reefs from Home 
 WWW.CORALWATCH.ORG

Ca
ns

tar
 B

lue

Ou
r W

or
ld 

in 
Da

ta,
 W

hic
h 

fo
rm

 o
f t

ra
ns

po
rt 

ha
s t

he
 

sm
all

es
t c

ar
bo

n 
fo

ot
pr

int
?, 

20
20

peas 1 kg= 0.9 kg CO2eqbeef 1 kg= 59.6 kg CO2eq
Po

or
e e

t a
l., 

Sc
ien

ce
, 3

60
, 9

87
-9

92
 (2

01
8)

W
W

F, 
Ha

nd
le 

wi
th

 C
ar

e, 
Sp

rin
g 2

01
4 

ACT NOW to Save Money, Improve Health, Reduce Climate Change and Protect Coral Reefs! 

Learn to 
Adapt

Climate change is forcing us to 
live differently, learning will be 

core to our ability to adapt  

 Act for 
 Change

Use your voice to make  
a difference

Restore 
Nature

Going outdoors helps improve 
cognitive function, physical  

and mental health 
	     
	       

BENEFITS: A future for 
our children with less CO2

BENEFITS: Improved personal 
and environmental health

BENEFITS: People power 
can change legislation

CO2
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Our biggest climate
change protest took place 
in 2019 in 185 countries 
with millions of people 
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If 16% of high school students  
received climate change 
education, we could reduce  
19 Gt of CO2

 by 2050

     Every 1oC cooler = 10% more energy use

25

Restoring wildlands and 
improving farmlands will 
achieve 30% of global 
carbon capture targets


