
Coralwatch Global Database
WHAT’S NEW / DIFFERENT

For current data contributors 



DATA ENTRY

You can enter your data on a computer, iPad or 
phone - our new database is fully  mobile 
compatible. The original CoralWatch data entry 
apps are no longer in use.



DATA ENTRY – GROUP NAME
NEW! drop down menu for GROUP NAME. 
If you have entered data previously: start typing in the top bar to find and 
select your group name from the drop-down menu. 
Only create a new group name if you have not entered data previously.
Consistency in naming will ‘group’ all your data automatically.



DATA ENTRY – UPLOAD REEF PHOTOS
NEW! You can upload a photo of the reef you surveyed.



DATA ENTRY – UPLOAD CORAL PHOTOS 
NEW! You can upload a photo of individual corals you surveyed

Very useful if you are interested in monitoring individual corals over time and 
setup a permanent transect.



DATA ENTRY – ENTER SPECIES NAME

NEW! Enter species names (optional)

If you know the species of individual corals you monitored you enter the names 
at genus and species level and your data will link to other data available on this 
particular species in the ALA. 



DATA ENTRY – Coral Observations
When you enter your coral observations you need to create rows 
for each coral surveyed.
NEW! Once you have entered the lightest value, a pop-up will 
appear with only showing values that are darker than your lightest



DATA ENTRY – SUBMIT
NEW! Submit your survey when completed to save your entries.



DATA ENTRY – Reef Name - Existing
For easy data analysis, 
avoid creating duplicate 
reefs and always to a 
search for your reef

• Click in the ‘please 
select’ box and start 
typing keywords to 
find your reef

• Select the reef from 
the drop-down list.

• Your reef will now 
automatically appear 
on the map including 
the GPS coordinates



DATA ENTRY – Reef Name - New
If your reef is not on the list, 
you can create a reef and it 
will be added to the list for 
future use. 
To create a new reef:
• Find your location by 

zooming into the map, 
click on the pin marker 
tool (left), click on the 
survey location

• Or add GPS coordinates 
manually, use WGS84 
decimal degrees



DATA ENTRY – Reef Name - New
• You will be asked to add a 

site name, start with the 
reef name, followed by the 
area and country name.

• For example: Moore Reef, 
GBR, Australia or it can be 
without the area just Palm 
Island, Aruba

• NEW Click save to 
submit.



FIND all your CW DATA – Using filters

To find all your CoralWatch surveys
1. Select ALL Records in menu bar
2. Use filters, find your group or surveyor name
3. Refine your selection and the list will 

automatically update
4. You can narrow your findings using more filters 

e.g. reef name, date, activity



Individual surveys
Find the colour distribution map

ANALYSE DATA – Colour distribution graph  

This bar graph shows a 
healthy reef with a majority 
of scores over 3.
20 corals were surveyed

How to find the colour 
distribution graph for one 
survey 
1. Select ALL Records in 

menu bar
2. Use filters, find your 

group or surveyor name
3. Refine your selection 

and the list will 
automatically update

4. Narrow your findings to 
one survey using more 
filters e.g. reef name, 
date, activity
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