
INSTRUCTIONS
CoralWatch Global Database and Interactive Data Map 

for entering, editing, downloading data, and analysing your results.
 

For questions, contact CoralWatch at info@coralwatch.org

Powered by:

mailto:info@coralwatch.org


ENTERING DATA

Go to WWW.CORALWATCH.ORG
DATA
ENTER DATA

USE COMPUTER OR MOBILE 
PHONE

http://www.coralwatch.org/


(CoralWatch) CW global DATA on ALA (Atlas of Living Australia) 

 

UPLOAD YOUR DATA     VIEW ALL DATA    VIEW RESULTS



CW global DATA - Login to ALA 

• To start, you will 
need to create an 
account.

• If you have an ALA 
account already you 
can use your existing 
ALA ‘login’ to upload 
CoralWatch data



DATABASE – ALA Menu instructions 

Learn more 
about the 

CoralWatch 
Program

Find Global Database 
instructions online

ALL DATA 
from global 

database

MY DATA 
entered 
on ALA 

database

ENTER DATA

INTERACTIVED
DATA MAP 
available 

on CoralWatch



Database – Overview DATA ENTRY page
1. Reef Visit Details 2. Reef Name and Location

3. Coral Observations



DATA ENTRY – Reef Visit Details 
• Enter all your metadata 

from your data slate in 
this section. 

• GROUP NAME. Select 
your group name from 
the drop-down menu OR 
contact CoralWatch if you 
want to be listed as a 
group. If you do not 
belong to a group, enter 
your own name.

• You can upload a photo 
of the reef you surveyed. 



DATA ENTRY – Reef Name and Location
Existing reefs
• Start typing keywords to 

find your reef
• Once you select the reef 

from the drop-down list, it 
will automatically appear 
as a marker on the map 
including the GPS 
coordinates 

New reefs can only be 
added by CoralWatch
If your reef is not listed, 
provide GPS coordinates, 
(using WGS84 decimal degrees)
name of reef, island/area and 
country to info@coralwatch.org



DATA ENTRY – Coral Observations

Enter your survey records 
in this section. Create a new row 
for each coral surveyed.
Use the pop up for darkest value
Optional:
- Include species name or 

upload a photo of individual 
recordings



DATA ENTRY – Coral Observations
You can upload a photo of the reef you surveyed.

 

Especially at time of 
bleaching, reefscape photos 
added to a survey are very 
valuable to estimate the 
extent of bleaching on a reef.



DATA ENTRY – Coral Observations
You can upload a photo of individual corals you surveyed
 

Very useful if you are interested in monitoring individual corals over time and 
setup a permanent transect.



DATA ENTRY – Coral Observations
NEW! Enter species names (optional)
 

If you know the species of individual corals you monitored you can enter the 
names at genus and species level and your data will link to other data available 
on this particular species in the ALA. 



DATA ENTRY – SUBMIT
Once you have entered all your survey results, 
click submit to save your entries.

Very important to submit, otherwise your data will not appear.



EDIT DATA – My Records

NOTE! 
Only surveys entered on the ALA database will appear in My Records
CoralWatch data from 2003-2020 can be found by using filters; search for your 
name, reef e.g. See instructions on next slide.

Select pencil to edit your survey



FIND all your DATA on ALA – Using filters

Using filters to find specific surveys
1. Select ALL Records in menu bar
2. Use filters, find your group or surveyor name
3. Refine your selection and the list will automatically 

update
4. You can narrow your findings using more filters e.g. 

country, reef name, date, activity
5. Select and download as a CSV file



VIEW DATA RESULTS - INTERACTIVE DATA MAP

WWW.CORALWATCH.ORG

Or use menu bar on ALA 

A platform that shows real-time data and allows you to explore coral health surveys 
conducted around the world, providing direct feedback on colour, coral type, 

average colour score, and potential bleaching.

http://www.coralwatch.org/


‘ALL DATA’ interactive data map

This map displays coral reefs globally, each represented by a 
marker. Click on a marker to view survey results. Zoom further 
to view individual reefs or surveys.



‘POTENTIAL BLEACHING’ interactive data map

This selects those coral reefs (red marker) where potential 
bleaching may have occurred. Click on a marker to view details 
about the CoralWatch surveys conducted in that area. 



FEATURES 

Full screen
Link copied to clipboard
Reset view
All data mode info

“All data” mode, the map displays all 
surveys from your selected date range 
and location 

"Potential bleaching" mode, the map 
displays only surveys from your selected 
date range and location that indicate 
potential bleaching.

Search reef, type name
Select date rangeor map

Click on a blue circle to view data results for 
colour distribution, coral type and average 
colour score data for the number of surveys 
conducted in that area. 



FIND YOUR DATA
Search for your location and use date range

Search for a site

Date range



VISUALIZE YOUR DATA
Select what you would like to visualize your data

The frequency of coral 
colours at the selected 
location for number of surveys

The coral type composition for all 
surveys at the selected location



AVERAGE COLOUR SCORE OVER TIME

Average colour score over time per month, including results from the 
selected number of sites, surveys and date range



LIST OF SITES / LIST OF SURVEYS

You can download your 
data here in a csv file



POTENTIAL BLEACHING MODE

For the period selected (1 April 2024 – 30 Sep 2024) there are 8 surveys 
completed of which 1 is indicating potential bleaching



POTENTIAL BLEACHING MODE

This graph displays the PERCENTAGE OF POTENTIALLY BLEACHED HARD CORAL 
COLONIES. 

Check above the graph the selection of number of sites, surveys and date range. 

Surveys are considered potentially bleached when the following conditions are met: 
•A survey includes at least 10 hard corals AND 
•At least 20% of the recorded colour scores are a 1 (check colour graph) OR 
•At least 20% of the recorded coral colonies have an average colour score of <2.1 

https://coralwatchdata.org/?mode=allData


FAQ’s – What if I discover bleaching?

Actions you can take
• Conduct additional CoralWatch surveys to 

confirm if a bleaching event is occurring. 
• Spread the word – inspire others to help 

monitor your reefs (e.g. Facebook, Twitter). 
• Contact your local reef management group to 

further investigate. 



FAQ’s – Why your data is valuable? 

• You can help to identify locations of POTENTIAL 
BLEACHING and take further action

• Your data helps scientists and managers to 
understand where and when bleaching takes 
place and if corals recover.
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